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HIGHLIGHTS

* People, Cities & Nature Mini
Conference

Kia ora koutou. It was
great catching up with
everyone in Wellington to
engage with all our
partners especially about
the relevance of Maori
research. Within the
context of Te  Tiriti
informed natural resource
management, with
decades of legal precedent
and case law, Matauranga
Maori is increasingly
informing approaches
toward natural resource
management in Aotearoa-
NZ. So, what is Matauranga
Maori?

Matauranga Maori is
nothing to be scared of, but
ought to be embraced.
Matauranga Maori is not
bio-cultural knowledge, nor
is it traditional ecological
knowledge. Matauranga
Maori is intertwined with
people,  their  history,
culture, and ecosystems. It
is dynamic, and changes as
ecological pressures
influence its development.
Matauranga Maori includes
belief systems, world views

the natural

and values. Matauranga
Maori can be defined as
the knowledge,
comprehension or
understanding of
everything visible and
invisible existing in the
universe.

Whilst urban restoration
and conservation
management is commonly
considered in the context
of how to reduce the
potential impact of an
activity, Maori have a
different perspective,
thinking instead of how an
activity can “enhance the
mana” - the intrinsic value
of a natural resource in the

first instance.

Improving the rights of
vulnerable groups and
marginalised groups like
Maori means
acknowledging that their
worldviews have a role in
resource
management decision
making processes. The next
step for PCaN is to
continue to explore further
how Matauranga Maori can
inform restoration
activities within cities.



What's next in Urban restoration
research?

During the recent People, Cities & Nature conference in
Wellington, Danielle Shanahan lead a discussion session
exploring next steps in urban restoration research. Participants
were split into groups based on their interests in our four
research themes — residential design; restoring wildlife; soil
health; and matauranga. Each group then brainstormed ideas
around valuable existing information and ideas for what would
be valuable next steps for research. Each person was then
given 10 gold stickers, each representing $1000 which they
could use to ‘invest’ in future research.

Voting showed the greatest ‘investment’ in soil health, with
key ideas for future research following soil inoculation, carbon
sequestration and ways to inform and engage public about soil
health. Matauranga followed closely, with an emphasis on
building relationships, and weaving matauranga into policy,
council processes and regulatory frameworks. Residential
design was next in ‘investment’ value, with policy and planning
again featuring heavily. Finally, Restoring Wildlife focused on
improving tools for monitoring of pests, cryptic species, and
indicator species with greater accuracy, speed, sensitivity, and
national integration.

This quick exercise offered interesting insight into the needs
of those working in urban restoration around New Zealand. We
look forward to working with our partners towards plans to
tackle some of these research ideas in coming years.

Matauranga survey

Do you have a keen interest in Matauranga Maori,
Kaitiakitanga, Forests, Urban spaces and Ecological restoration?
This survey might be for you! Dr Erana Walker is looking at how
matauranga Maori and kaitiakitanga knowledge can aid in
forest restoration in urban areas. The survey takes around 10-
15 minutes to complete and can be done on your phone or
laptop. Further information about consent and data protection
can be found through the survey link. If you have any
guestions, please feel free to contact the lead researcher Erana
Walker at erana.walker@waikato.ac.nz

https://waikato.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9zEdrrnmZc7fshg
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People, Cities & Nature

Mini Conference

In February 2024 People, Cities &
Nature hosted a mini conference in
Wellington at Zealandia te mara a
taane. The purpose of the meeting
was to share our research progress
and get feedback on future directions
from  representatives of local
councils, central government,
community groups, restoration
professionals, and iwi. We had 70
participants representing 8 cities
across New Zealand and Australia.
The conference programme
featured research presentations and
discussion from each of the PCaN
research themes: Residential design

for biodviersity; Restoring urban
wildlife; Restoring soil health; and

Matauranga Maori in urban
restoration. Participants also enjoyed
a guided tour through the Zealandia
sanctuary and dinner at a local
restaurant.

A major highlight of the event was
bringing together champions of urban
restoration and design from across
the country and hearing about their
local efforts for restoring nature. It
inspired hope to see such a
passionate and skilled cohort all
working towards more sustainable
Cities across Aotearoa NZ.

Many  participants expressed
interest in seeing more opportunities
for leaders of urban restoration to
connect and share. One participant
said “I think People Cities and Nature
works as a great connection pathway
for people working across NZ in this
space and pushing boundaries.” We
hope to create another opportunity
for connection of urban restoration
leaders and practitioners at the
University of Waikato in 2025.




UPCOMING EVENTS

Nga Pou Tuata o Kirikiriroa Waananga: Our next in a series
of waananga focused on matauranga and maramataka in
urban restoration. This waananga will be held at Miropiko
Paa, River Road, Hamilton on 17t of April 2024.
Registrations are currently full, but please email

if you are interested in
attending and we will let you know if any spaces open up.
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